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Hands in Clay
Ottawa Guild of Potters
May 2009 Newsletter
See you in August at the Clay Olympics!
At our next meeting Tuesday September 1st, the Education and Standards Committee will show
and explain the ceramic faults and safety issues described in appendix C and Appendix E in the
Sale Handbook. This will be an evening full of practical solutions for both new and experienced
potters.
Meetings are held from 7:30 to 9:30 pm at the Nepean Visual Art Centre/Sportplex at 1701
Woodroffe Ave. just south of Hunt Club Rd. Executive meetings are open to guild members
and start at 6:00pm. The library is open from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.
Visitors are welcome.

Visit The Ottawa Guild of Potters
Symphony Exhibition
at the OCC Gallery in Toronto
May 7-31 2009
990 Queen St. West
info: 416-925-4222

Erika Ferrarin

Jane Snider
photo credits Marie Hennessey

OCC Gallery in Toronto

OCC Gallery Exhibition in Toronto

2009

On May 5th, Colette, Kirstin and I headed off to Toronto with all the exhibition
pots packed tightly in the back of a van. The next day was spent unpacking
and placing plinths and pots throughout the space. It is a slow process in the
beginning, until the placement starts to mesh, then like magic; everything
seems to find the right spot. We all got our hands dirty dusting plinths and
even washing the outside window ledges (but then what are presidents for?) to
make our exhibition shine. Thursday morning, Kirstin climbed a 10 foot ladder
to adjust lighting, while I, assisted by Janna of the OCC, labeled the pieces.
Colette and Kirstin with Paul from the OCC purchased treats for the vernissage
at the Kensington Market.
The highlight was when friends and other Ottawa
Guild Potters arrived for the opening. Debbie Gilmer,
Illeana Tierney, Jen Kamerads, Carrie Leavoy, Doug
Moir, Eva Gallagher, all with family members in tow,
came to share the excitement, as well as a surprise
visit from Heidi Geraets (new grandmother of Toronto
twins). It was a celebration of hard work; learning
curves and a showcase of our Guild’s clay
expressions in an outside venue. Our Juror Judith
Graham also came and inspected the pieces once
again.
photo credits Marie Hennessey

I wish to acknowledge Emma Quin, Janna Hiemstra, and Sara Washbush from the OCC, for their help in
making this a special event. The Ottawa Guild of Potters is the first to be showcased in their mandate to
reach out to the crafts people in Eastern Ontario.
Marie Hennessey

Guild Website Online Gallery and Members' Pages
The Members' Only Page is not linked to the public Guild Home Page, so go to
http://www.ottawaguildofpotters.ca/information for access to the following:
• Web gallery and member's pages application information.
• Member's Album Page application
• Fall Sale Application '09
• Sale Standards, Appendices C & E
• Sale inventory sheet
• Sale multiples sheet
The following application forms are available to all on the Guild Home Page at
http://www.ottawaguildofpotters.ca/
•
Fall Fire Application Form
•
Studio Map Application Form
Bruce Jones

Treasurer Seeking Assistance
The Guild Executive is looking for a volunteer to review the Treasurer's financial records for the year 200809. These records consist of an Excel spreadsheet (which can be printed out), a binder with receipts,
requests for payments, bank statements, cheque book and deposit book. There are roughly 175 transaction

entries through the year. A short letter to the executive indicating the results of the review would be expected.
The review would be to ensure all activities are properly entered, deposits and cheques recorded correctly,
and payments supported by documentation. This does not involve looking at the records of the sales
committee. This is an important duty, vital to the health of our Guild. Please consider helping out.
Please contact Peter Macnaughton, Treasurer at peter.macnaughton@sympatico.ca or by phone at 613-2248527.
Peter Macnaughton

Membership for 2009/10
Membership renewal is due. Your application form that can be found on the website and Carrie can also be
contacted at ogpmember@gmail.com and on her cell: 819-923-5689
Send your applications to Carrie Leavoy at 27 Ch. Des Sentiers, Wakefield, QC, J0X 3G0
Carrie Leavoy

Great Bowls of Fire
Preparations for the Spring 2010 Great Bowls of Fire have already begun. The bowl making champions
for the next event have been selected by lottery. Thanks to all of you who offered to participate in the
draw. The GBOF potters are Carrie Leavoy, Anne Chambers, Judy Rodrigue, Hugh Hamilton, Ileana
Tierney, John Kobzey, Jean Jaffe, Lisa Marie Serafin, Debbie Gilmer and Anne Cresky.
Remember that we are always grateful for more contributions from other Guild members. Perhaps we
will be able to expand our seating next year.

Message from the President
I firstly would like to say how much fun it’s been getting to know all of you and working for you in my capacity
as President. I’ve also enjoyed working with my extremely dedicated executive.
In August of last year we took on the challenge of our Clay Olympics, in an atmosphere of fun and collegiality.
In September, Fall Fire brought us together again to share in the pursuit of learning aided by three passionate
clay artists and helped us to forge friendships and socialize in our downtime. This is something which is
difficult to do with our far flung membership. In October, Steven Branfman's workshop educated us in his
design, glazing and raku firing techniques.
Our website continues to grow and adapt to our needs as a guild and includes a beautiful display gallery of
our potters. The Fall Sale innovated with a display of Table Settings which attracted publicity to our fine array
of pots. March's Great Bowls of Fire went out like a lion. We raised $10,500 for the Ottawa Food Bank
and its affiliates. Following the Ottawa Guild of Potters Spring Sale and Exhibition, our exhibition Symphony
has gone to the Ontario Crafts Council's shop in Toronto for the month of May. This coincides with the
Fusion Conference at the end of the month.
We have an on-going re-branding initiative and a Studio Map project to put Ottawa crafts on the radar of
visitors to our city and surrounding area.
I am extremely proud to be a part of such a diverse, dedicated and talented group.
Sincerely, Colette Beardall

Upcoming Events and Workshops
Clay Olympics 2009
The Annual Clay Olympics date is set! This is an annual social event for Guild members with clay games,
prizes and a pot luck BBQ. It will be a fun filled day of mud slinging at my place in Wakefield, Quebec (about

35 minutes from the bridge).
Why: Because we work too hard and deserve a day to play.
When: Saturday August 22nd 11am-6pm or so
Where: 27 Ch. Des Sentiers, Wakefield, QC (e-mail me for directions)
If you plan to attend please RSVP Carrie at 819-923-5689 or e-mail carrie(at)mudpiespottery.ca
Volunteers to help set up/clean up would be great too! Let me know if you can.
Hope to see you then! Carrie Leavoy

Darlene Keffer Workshop - Under Glazes / Majolica Painting for Cone 6
Looking to develop your own style? A strong form will be enhanced by a
strong surface, and a weak form can be rescued from the hammer. Cone 6
oxidation can be a challenge to the potter in search of an engaging,
marketable product. Learn how to initiate surface decoration at the leather
stage before the pot hits the kiln. Techniques such as paper resist, wax
resist, sponging, scraffito, drawing, painting and spraying bring the surface
to life while the form is still fresh in your mind. Stained slips and underglazes
provide the colour.
Bring assorted open bowl forms and rounded cylinder pieces (8-10). Bring
your slips and underglazes. There will also be a demonstration on mixing
your own underglazes for those who like to be painterly. Underglazes in small amounts can be purchased if
you do not have your own. Spend a day playing on the surface; freshen up your decorating style, or
completely rejuvenate it.
Where: Studio in Carp. Location TBD
Cost: $45.00 per day. Chose one day or two days
Dates: Sunday June 21 and 28
For registration/information contact Mahnaz at manazh@gmail.com or 613-293-4283

Make Your Own Tools with Victoria Jenkins
Where: 2321 Beckwith 10th Line, Carleton Place
Date: Coming in September 2009. Watch for the news.

Announcing a New Marketing Tool
Ceramics in the Ottawa Region - Céramique de la Région d'Ottawa
Deadline for applications is May 31st!
Full colour fold-out map with the location, hours of operation and type of work produced by potters and
ceramic artists in the Ottawa Region will be distributed at tourist kiosks, hotels and attractions.
Those with studios that are open to the public are invited to consider taking part in this year-round brochure.
First come first served, so fill out the forms on the Guild website and send with your fees to Lis Allison now!
The web will carry a copy of the brochure and a link to your website. Fees are incredibly low at $125 for this
inaugural year. We are looking for a minimum of 18 participants so don't delay in sending in your application
once you have read it through carefully.
This is a wonderful opportunity to expand your market and welcome visitors to the Capital Region into your

studio. Join us and get on the map!
Kirstin Davidson

Rebranding Project Update
Although the proposed new name for the Guild was not accepted in the email poll, as a result of discussion and a
vote at the AGM, the members agreed that they would like to continue the search for a new name for the Guild.
Therefore, the Rebranding Committee has set up an email posting mechanism so that everyone has a chance to
submit new suggestions. After the deadline of Monday, July 6, all of these names will be put forward to the
members for a poll to determine the two most preferred of these names..Later, an official vote will be taken to
determine whether the present name The Ottawa Guild of Potters or the preferred new name will be used on our
communications.
To suggest a new name, please submit it in the subject line of your email and address it to
newname@ottawaguildofpotters.ca In the body of the email you can indicate the reasons why you think that this
name is appropriate, if you wish.

Rebranding Committee

Workshops Past and Future
Fall Fire 2008
This weekend workshop took place in Morrisburg on the St. Lawrence River with two days of workshops led by Eric
Seritella, Anne Chambers and Tim Storey. We were treated with accommodation, all meals, flea market, mug
exhange and display by Pottery Supply House.
The first evening began with slide presentations by artists Tim Storey, Anne
Chambers and Eric Serritella followed by a meet and greet reception. Beginning
Saturday, each artist presented 2 workshops a day so that participants had the
opportunity to attend the workshops of their choice.
Tim Storey demonstrated building his humourous animal teapots and wall pieces
using altered slab multi piece construction. He also showed how he builds
armatures (soft and internal) and he speeds up and retards drying. Tim
explained teapot function and design, and applied sprigs and stamps and
showed us some custom tool making.
Eric Serritella a ceramic artist from Ithaca, NY. demonstrated throwing techniques on Saturday, and hands-on raku
firing on Sunday. His tea bowl throwing was inspiration for the the Guild's tea bowl exhibition.
Anne Chambers showed her throwing and altering techniques paying particular attention to form, proportion and
detail. Using wheel thrown parts, she taught us how and when to manipulate and alter the clay and combine
multiple elements. We explored a number of glazing techniques (spraying, layering glazes, latex and wax resist) on
a variety of forms to achieve easier and more successful finishing.

Steven Branfman Throwing and Raku Workshop
In October, Steven Branfman's workshop began on Friday evening with a slide show of
his important life events at the Nepean Visual Arts Centre.
Saturday morning Steven began by demonstrating throwing, forming, and decorating
techniques and processes, first on tea bowls and then on his large vase shapes. He
showed his techniques of throwing off the hump, altering shapes, surface design and
manipulation, adding dry materials to the surfaces, inlaying coloured glass, narrow neck
bottle forms, expanding forms from the inside, coil and throw, large forms, platters.
On Sunday Steven continued his work: forming, finishing, trimming, glazing and raku

firing. Participants had the opportunity to glaze and fire their own work with demos between firings.

Photograph your work without going into debt in the process
In early 2009, Joan Anderson, photographer & sculptor, led Guild participants through discussions, demonstrations,
and answered their questions on photographing their work. The topics included getting the most out of camera
and home lighting, using available equipment, showing pieces off to best advantage and making a good image.
The Guild members also tried the techniques in some hands-on setup and photography.

Japanese Tea Ceremony Bowl Workshop with Rebecca Cragg
In February, Rebecca Cragg led this workshop designed to give ceramic artists an insight into the Japanese tea
ceremony and tea bowl. Combining both experience and theory with a practical hands-on session, participants
gained a grounding in the principles of the Japanese tea ceremony bowl, along with an introduction to traditional
Japanese brush painting. Participants tried their hand at traditional brush painting subjects such as the iris, orchid,
wild grasses and chrysanthemum.

Marketing Workshop with Peta Hall
In March, Peta Hall helped participants gear up for a successful year of sales! She
explored the design of business cards, promotional materials, advertising and one’s clay
image. She reviewed each person's current work looking at the design and function of
the pieces - what makes a fine pot over a mediocre pot! We discussed who our clientele
is, if we are reaching them, and how we can stimulate sales. We examined what work
excite us and why!
It was an informative, stimulating workshop designed to prepare us for a new year of
meeting the challenges of a changing market, with a fresh, rejuvenated, desirable image
and body of work!

Member Workshops
The Guild also offered one day and half day workshops led by Ottawa Guild members. Victoria Jenkins
presented workshops All about Glazing, and Dinnerware Simplified ; Janet Keefe's hands-on Coiling
Workshop led the participants in the making of assymetric hand-built vessels and Sandra Marshall
demonstrated Handbuilding Sculptural Pieces on separate occasions throughout the year.
We look forward to the fall of 2009 to new workshop, beginning with Fall Fire. New member
workshops which will be announced in the Ottawa Guild of Potters Newsletter! Keep tuned.
Carol Badenoch and Rhona Richardson

Summer Wood Firing Courses
This summer Anne Creskey will be offering two exciting wood firing courses.
1.
Introduction to Wood Firing - Developed over thousands of years, wood firing is now being
rediscovered as an expressive tool for contemporary ceramic art. Spend 2 days at the NVAC producing work
and 2 days at Anne’s farm and kiln in the Gatineau Hills for glazing and firing of the wood kiln.
Accommodation provided but participants must provide their own transportation. This workshop will be in
collaboration with the Nepean Arts Centre.
Dates: July 10,17,24, &25
Cost: $204.25 Course # 377518 Phone NVAC at 613-580-2828 or City of Ottawa Recreation Online

2.
Summer Wood Fire Weekend- This weekend is for anyone who is able to make and bisque fire
their own work, using cone 10 stoneware or porcelain. The wood firing will take place at Anne’s farm in the
Gatineau Hills. We will spend Saturday glazing and loading the kiln. Glazes used will be traditional Celadon

and Shino, natural ash glazes and flashing slips. Sunday morning (6 am!) we will begin the firing, which will
last into the early evening. Accommodation provided. Maximum 5 participants.
Dates: August 29 & 30
Cost :$100.00 For more information call Anne Creskey at 819-422-1576.

Fall Fire 2009

- Remember to Register Early

Don't miss this great opportunity. Join us for our 2nd annual weekend get-away. Eat, Sleep and LIVE pottery
all weekend long!!
Date: Sept. 11 – 13, 2009
Location: Morrisburg Meeting Centre, Morrisburg Ontario (on the St. Lawrence River).
Weekend Package:
Meal package includes: Friday wine and cheese reception, 2 hot breakfasts, 2 soup and gourmet
sandwich lunches, snacks both days, and a Saturday evening buffet banquet – all for $100.
Plan to stay in residence: Spacious rooms have two single beds and a private bathroom, or two double
beds with private bathroom. Alternative accommodation is available nearby.
Workshop format
Friday evening 7:00 pm.: slide presentations by artists followed by a “meet and greet” reception.
Saturday and Sunday: Each artist will present a workshop in the morning, then repeat it in the afternoon. Each
workshop started on Saturday will be concluded on Sunday. Participants will spend the mornings with one artist
and the afternoons with the other.
Flea Market Bring chemicals, tools, pottery items, display apparatus – anything you’d like to sell. You will be
responsible for your own pricing and collection. We’ll provide tables and space. Saturday 4:30-6:30 pm.

About the Fall Fire Artists
Leta Cormier
Leta Cormier has been making pottery, reduction fired stoneware and raku, in the Ottawa
area since 1975. Her work is informed by an interest in the pottery traditions of Japan,
Korea, China and the Cycladic culture.
Leta will share insights, from her experience, of the challenges and pleasures of making
functional pottery for over 30 years. She will demonstrate, use images, pots and lead
participants in interactive exploration exercises. The workshop will take a practical look at
the issues of developing an objective perspective and language for observing one’s own
work as a means for deepening learning and one’s exploration with clay.

Thom Lambert
Thom is a potter and educator living and working in Haliburton, Ontario. Thom works
primarily in cone 6 oxidation, focusing on both functional and decorative pieces. Recently,
his exploration of landscape (and love of starting fires) has led to a body of raku-fired
work.
Thom's love of travel has led him to explore several inspirational landscapes which inform
and influence his work. Through layered multiple clay bodies, unique slip-decorating
techniques and varied construction methods he creates pieces to honour those places. He
will demonstrate mixed-clay throwing, multi-media slip decorating and combined throwing, altering, and hand
building. More importantly, he will be discussing the why of technique, and it's judicious use to achieve an
artistic statement in clay.
The Fall Fire registration form is posted on the Guild website. If you wish to benefit from the greatly
reduced early bird fees, apply before June 15th! Also, opportunity for accommodation at the
Morrisburg Meeting Centre closes on July 31st., but rooms are going quickly.

Complete and mail registration and cheque payable to the Ottawa Guild of Potters to:
Carol Badenoch
66 Nestow Drive
Ottawa, Ont. K2G4L8
If you have questions, please email Carol: carolbadenoch@sympatico.ca or phone her at 613-225-6641
This form is available on the Ottawa Guild of Potter’s website: http://www.ottawaguildofpotters.ca/

Applications for the Fall Sale - Important Information!
Please ensure that you read and understand all of the requirements as stated in Appendix C and Appendix E
in the Sale Handbook, version 2006, prior to signing the application for the Fall Sale. These two documents
are being sent as attachments in an email. They will also be available on our website.
Standards and Education Committee

Announcements
Masterworks East Exhibition in Ottawa Sept. 8- Oct. 18
Support our regional artists. Come to the Opening Reception of the Ontario Crafts Council Exhibition on
September 17, 5:30-7:30pm at the Orleans Campus Gallery of the Ottawa School of Art.

Gloucester Pottery School at the New Shenkman Arts Centre
Announcing the Grand Opening of the Shenkman Arts Centre at 245 Centrum Blvd. in Orleans between
Thursday June 18th 5-8 pm and Sat and Sun 20th and 21st 12 noon – 5 pm.
This Arts Centre will be the home to five partners of the City:
Arts Ottawa East – an umbrella organization for the arts
MIFO – which fosters the arts in the francophone community
Orleans Young Players Theatre School
Ottawa School of Art (Orleans campus)
Gloucester Pottery School
The centre has a 500 seat theatre and two performance studios as well as a woodshop, sculpture studio,
printmaking and photography studios. Gloucester Pottery School (GPS) has three studios for handbuilding,
wheel and studio members. GPS has a small gallery in the atrium which will be used to showcase the work of
prominent artists/potters in the region. There is a fenced in yard with a kiln shed where we will eventually
install a gas kiln. Our equipment will consist of 18 electric wheels, three electric kilns, a slab roller, wall
extruder and spray booth. It will be there to share with all potters.
In the Fall we will be offering 23 courses. We plan to provide workshops for our students and for those of you
who may be interested. Dates and times will be posted on our website www.gloucesterpotteryschool.com. We
are now connected to Activenet, a system whereby you can register on line.
This studio has state of the art cleaning facilities. It has its own air exchange apart from the rest of the
building, central vacuum with an outside collector, clay traps under three floor grills and a sluicing system to
keep clay dust to a minimum. For details on all the activities during the Grand Opening go to
www.shenkmanarts.ca Hope to see you there, Rosemary Swan

Call for Artists
Friends of the Farm is registering artists for Art on the Farm, an outdoor art event where artists can display
and sell their work in the Arboretum of the Central Experimental Farm. The event is on August 15 with a rain
date of August 16. Registration fee $50, no commission. 613-230-3276, info@friendsofthefarm.ca,
www.friendsofthefarm.ca.

Guild Contacts
Guild Website: www.ottawaguildofpotters.ca

Webmaster Bruce Jones

Newsletter: Send Newsletter contributions by the Sunday following our meetings to:
newsletter@ottawaguildofpotters.ca
Newsletter Editor Sandra
Marshall
Membership Secretary Carrie Leavoy
Member List Changes: Notify Carrie of any changes to your phone, address, email or other
contact information through ogpmember@gmail.com or mail to OGP Membership, 27 Ch. Des
Sentiers, Wakefield, QC, J0X 3G0
Enquiries
Peter Macnaughton
The Ottawa Guild of Potters
POB 4053, Station E

info@ottawaguildofpotters.ca
Ottawa ON K1S 5B1

OGP Help Line for Technical Questions:
Victoria Jenkins email avjenkins@rogers.com
Hanne Lawrence email brucehanne@rogers.com
Due to privacy concerns, refer to your membership list for members' numbers.

Congratulations to the Newly Elected 2009-2010 Guild Executive
President: Colette Beardall
Vice President: Sue-Ann Blakely
Treasurer: Peter Macnaughton
Secretary: Helen Stone
Membership Secretary: Carrie Leavoy (approved at the March meeting by majority vote)
Sale Committee Chair: Philip Black
Workshops and Presentations Committee Chair: Art Petch
Exhibition Chair: Ellen Sloan
Education and Standards Committee Chair: Monique O'Brien
Newsletter Editor: Sandra Marshall
Other Positions
Librarian – Linda Taylor
Website Manager – Bruce Jones
Newsletter Distribution – Marie Paquette
Member Workshops – Rhona Richardson
Meeting Presenters – Hugh Hamilton
Refreshments – Jen Kamerads and Joyce Wood
Sales Committee – Lis Allison, Lynda Soper, Ros Allchin, Pat Jessop
Standards Committee – Monique O'Brien, Linda Northey, Glenn Dunning, Rita Redner, Vickie
Salinas, Saskia Praamsma, Anne Chambers, Liz Hoffman, Debra Ducharme
Fusion Rep – Joyce Lemke
Bursary – Amy Arts
Guild Book – Cathy Payne

Stay passionate about your work.
See you in September.
Sandra Marshall
Newsletter Editor

