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Message from the President
By Amy Bell

January for me has been mostly out of my studio, despite my best
intentions to work through some new ideas in clay. I have definitely
enjoyed getting to know my new students, a welcome distraction from with
dealing with a challenging wisdom tooth removal, and other things. I hope
February will allow me to get more time in the studio!
I’ve registered to go to NCECA for the first time! The documentary about
Walter Ostrom that was filmed while I was in Lunenburg last summer is
being screened at NCECA, and I am excited to be able to see it and meet
up with the great group of ceramic artists and its wonderful curator., Julie
Hollenbach. Walter is an influential professor and a great potter, gardener
and host, and a huge presence in Canadian Ceramics for many years.
Holiday 2019 - what a sale, what an event!! It was a very busy few days,
back in mid-December, with the highest sales figures we have had in many
years. On behalf of the Guild I would like to give many thanks to the
excellent work of the sale committee in making lots of improvements and
bringing it all together.
I accepted, with regret, Ada Brezski’s resignation from the position of
Treasurer. Thank you to Ada for taking on the large task of Treasurer,
including Sale Treasurer duties. Ada is one of the founding potters in the
new studio at Studio Space Ottawa, an exciting venture.
I am happy to welcome Carol Badenoch to the position of Membership
secretary. I know she will do a great job! Thanks to Jen Littlejohns for all
her work, and we will look forward to seeing her more when her schedule
opens up a bit!
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Communications
By Emily Dore

New volunteers needed for OGP Communications Spring Pottery Festival Team!
We're looking to grow the comms team to help with promoting both Guild events and Guild
membership.
The upcoming Spring Pottery Festival is a great way to get involved with the communications team to
help boost visibility of this event, as well as to give Guild members a platform from which to promote
their work. Please consider joining the Sale Committee's PR & Marketing team to help us with artist
profiles, creating content for our social media sites, and generally spreading buzz and excitement
about OGP activities and all things clay.
Specific volunteer opportunities during the Spring Pottery Festival are available, including:
FRIDAY, APRIL 17
- lightbox/lightbox setup at sale
- volunteer to take photos of Guild members' work in the lightbox
- volunteer to coordinate the orderly collection and safe return of pieces at the Sale
SATURDAY, APRIL 18
- taking photos and videos of sale activities and events for social media
SUNRDAY, APRIL 19
- taking photos and videos of Sun am events for social media
We'd love to hear from you if you'd like to help us in any way, big or small! Please contact Emily and
Anne to find out more about these volunteer positions and/or are interested in joining the OGP
communications team.
Emily: emily.dore@gmail.com
Anne: anneknicol64@gmail.com

Sale and Festival
By Amy Bell

Pottery Festival! Our spring sale and exhibition are being re-branded as a Pottery Festival! The
Festival will include the Sale, the Annual Exhibition, kids’ clay, pottery demonstrations and a throw
down! These are all activities that we are experienced with, but with more emphasis on fun and
making a bit more of a splash while we share our love of clay.
Please join in the fun of putting this event together. The Sale Committee will look after the Sale, the
Exhibition Committee will look after the Exhibition and we need a few fun-loving potters to join in the
Fun and Games!
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Volunteers needed
Wanted: Potters who can use a spreadsheet! The position of Treasurer is vacant currently. If you
have any time to spare and some knowledge of budgeting and spreadsheets, we could use your
skills! Mentor ship available from Linda Taylor, and we have a great accountant to do the complicated
stuff. Please contact Amy Bell if you can help us out. Amybellpots@gmail.com or 613 8584433
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POPULACE and the Meeting with the Mayor
By Kim Lulashnyk
With the closing of the gallery space in Westboro, the last vestige of the POPULACE project was collected and
deposited in the Guild storage locker and almost consigned to history. However, one last public event did take place on
January 30, 2020 when Kirstin, Hilde, and Kim had the pleasure to present the Mayor of Ottawa, Jim Watson, with his
own copy of the POPULACE book.
The POPULACE book is a coffee-table style hardcover picture book that tells the story of the making of
POPULACE from inception in 2016 to the final iterations of
COMPASS in 2018 and the City of Ottawa Time Capsule.
There are 111 pages of Guild-centered photographs that
track the process of installing 9000 ceramic sculptures on
the grounds of the Canadian Museum of Nature in 2017 for
Canada 150th celebrations. There are two copies of this book
in the Guild library and we invite you to come and find a
photo of yourself working on the project!
The Mayor is featured in several photographs in the
book, yet he was fascinated by the stories of all the people
that had participated in the project. He recounted how
during the planning of the 2017 year, he and others wanted
the arts to play a role in the festivities and was impressed by
the way the community came together to make what he
called his best year ever of being Mayor.
The Mayor took his time leafing through the entire
book and was reminded of the Opening Ceremonies, the
flower making, and the Time Capsule. He then recalled that
the
POPULACE pieces were invested in the capsule to be discovered in 2067!
The Mayor was interested in what happened to the all the
sculptures after the project ended and we were able to talk about
COMPASS at the Canadian National Geographical Society at 50 Sussex
with the addition of the 197 ceramic nation birds. We shared how by
selling the pieces the spirit of the project lives on in gardens and homes
across Ottawa and the nation.
We also shared the Guild’s on-going charity project, Great
Bowls of Fire, and the impact it has made, and continues to make, in
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Ottawa. Impressed, the Mayor had his assistant write down the date and time of the event for this year.
Further, we presented the Mayor with a POPULACE Special Edition gold set
numbered seventy-five (75). The Mayor brought us into his office to show us
where his set would be placed and to let us know that the POPULACE book would
be positioned prominently on the Mayoral coffee table with his collection of books
from Ottawa authors. Near the end of our meeting, the Mayor kindly signed our
books. We were able to gather for an official photograph in the boardroom. Thank
you to the Guild and to the amazing project POPULACE. It was a privilege to be
able to work with so many Guild members and create a legacy for the Guild to
continue to provide ceramic-based initiatives in the community.
Once the meeting concluded, we discovered that the Mayor had shared our meeting with photographs and
thanks on his Twitter account.

Photo: Hilde Lambert, Kirstin Davidson, Mayor Watson and Kim Lulashnyk
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An Interesting Read
For those looking for an interesting read Carol Holmes Kerr has submitted this link.
https://hyperallergic.com/537521/marie-evb-gibbons-a-denver-artist-who-shaped-a-generation-of-students/

Who is who in the Guild:

President: Amy Bell
Vice-President Natalie Gosselin
Treasurer: Vacant
Secretary: Suzanne Denny
Membership Secretary and Sales Registrar: Carol Badenoch
Standards and Education Chairs: Jocelyn Jenkins and Katrhin von Dehn
Exhibition Chair: Isobel Salole
Celebrating Clay (Monthly Exhibition) Contact: Elizabeth Davies
Communications Chair: Emily Dore
Workshops and Monthly Program: Natalie Gosselin
Sales Committee chair: Katrhin von Dehn
Past President: Barb Minish
Newsletter Editor: Sarah Hand

