Fired Up!

Volume: March 10 2020
Issue: 18

Next meeting:
When:

Message from the President
By Amy Bell

Time:
6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
(library is open
6:30 – 7:15 p.m.)
Where: Hintonburg
Community Center
Large Basement

Room

1064 Wellington St.
Ottawa K1Y 2Y3

Website
Facebook
Twitter
Instagram

Here we are, starting March! The days are getting longer for sure now,
and who knows what weather Ottawa will see in March. It is always warm
by the kiln, for sure. And check out our March meeting program!
You will have seen our new logo by now, and there is an item about it in
this newsletter as well. It is tricky to navigate updating a brand, especially
for a group that has been around since I was in elementary school and that
represents, by now, millions of hours of volunteer time. I hope we will all
come to see the logo as a sign of fine pottery, excellent events and a
welcoming community. The logo process isn’t just about the logo image; it
also gave us an excellent opportunity to reflect on how we see the Guild.
During the logo development process, several words came up as
significant to our Guild: fun; modern; inviting; professional; energetic; and,
optimistic. You will see some changes to reflect these thoughts better and
continuing to implement what we heard in the planning exercise from 2018.
Look for these things, and more. Come and join in! Carol is launching an
online membership form and supporting us to be as welcoming as we can
be to new members. Dave, our webmaster, and Emily and Anne, our
Comms team, are prepping a launch for the new logo to the public. This
will include integrating the new logo and colours to our website, and having
new materials that align.

NCECA! I am excited to be going to NCECA for the first time this year.
Richmond, VA, here we come! I managed to get a volunteer spot, which I
think will help me stay grounded. I have heard it can be a bit
overwhelming. And now to work on a mug for the mug room, a shot glass
for the shot glass exchange.... and I am most looking forward to seeing the
documentary about Walter Ostrom, seeing some incredible pottery,
learning as much as I can, and a road trip.
If you are going to NCECA, reach out and let other guild members know!
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Program
Submitted by Barb Minish

March Meeting Program - Maria Moldavan “My Journey"
Come to the March 9th Guild meeting to hear an artist’s talk by our own fabulous Maria Moldavan!
Maria will talk about her artistic development from her very first steps as a student at the Arts High
School in her home town. She will explain how she became involved first with sculpture and painting,
next with ceramics, and finally became hooked on the three-dimensional, colourful route she now
follows.
Maria will also tell us about her painting and illustration of children’s books and how these art forms
have influenced what she does in ceramics.
I hope to see you all there to take in what is sure to be a very inspirational presentation.
Barbara Minish
Past President, &
Programming Committee
I will also talk about my painting and illustrating children's books, and how these art forms
have influenced what I do in ceramics.
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Our New Look
By Amy Bell

We have a new logo! Jordan Danger stepped forward and offered her services as a creative director
to help us shape our new look and image that we want to project. The process included a review of
many guild documents, a survey of the membership, a focus group session, drafting of several
options that were reviewed by the focus group participants and then a vote for the final logo with the
whole membership again.
The attributes that were identified through the document review and survey as being important to
reflect with the logo are: Fun, modern, Inviting, Professional, Energetic, and Optimistic.
We use the logo in different settings, so it is also important that the logo comply with standards so
that it can:
Work on dark and light backgrounds
Work in a one-colour print scenario
Work in a square or rectangular space
Be recognizable from a distance
Be appealing to purchase and display on merchandise
Convey key concepts
Represent the craft and the members
Thank you to all of you who participated in the process. We have some exciting events coming up,
and it will be great to start on this next step for the Guild, identifying our events and letting folks know
about the Guild and all the great things we do.
And a big thank you to Jordan and her designer colleague, Jaimie!
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The Ottawa Guild of Potters Spring Festival and Sale
Submitted by Kathrin von Dehn

Happy March! Spring is around the corner and the sale committee has been busy planning the
upcoming sale. Our event has always been more than a craft show. It's an opportunity to bring us
together, to celebrate what we make and share our craft with the public. We've included the word
festival in our description of the event and we'd like to build on this aspect. We've always included
elements such as demos, exhibits, music, and food which make this sale a festive destination.
The Spring Pottery Festival and Sale will take place on the weekend of April 17-19 2020 in the
Horticulture Building at Landsdowne.
Friday morning set up (details to follow)
Friday hours of sale will be from 3pm to 9pm
(Soft opening on Friday from noon to 3).
Friday night juried exhibit, winners announced and guest juror talk 7pm
Saturday 9am to 6pm
Sunday 9am to 5pm
We are excited to include an exhibition at the sale with Marney McDermid as guest juror. Details
about the exhibition are to be found in this issue of the newsletter. We are looking forward to many
inspired submissions!
We are planning to have a throwdown competion and perhaps a raku demo. Populace flowers will be
on sale as well.
The kids' clay area will be back as well as live music, coffee provider and mug market.
We really want this to be a great success, it's a fundraiser for the guild and we rely on all of you to
volunteer in some way or another even if you are not a sale's participant. It's a community building
experience!
Vendor applications are available on the Ottawa Guild of Potters' website.
If you have any questions please contact me ,
Kathrin von Dehn
kathrindehn@yahoo.ca
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Annual Exhibition Update
By Isobel Salole

As we get closer to April we are preparing for the coming Annual Guild Exhibition which will be held
in the Horticultural Building centrally placed amidst the booths of the Spring Festival Sale, 17-19
April. This is a friendly reminder to our members to be thinking about and working on your
submission piece(s). As mentioned in previous newsletters, we are very pleased to have potter
Marney McDiarmid from Kingston as our juror this year. As usual, we shall be having a presentation
ceremony in the early evening in which we shall have a range of sponsored prizes to give away to
successful participants.
We are looking forward to your submission(s) and you will find the Exhibition Application Form on
the website: https://www.ottawaguildofpotters.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/2020ApplicationForm_Annual-Juried-Exhibition.pdf
You can also find a link to the Exhibition Guidelines which may help with any questions you have:
https://www.ottawaguildofpotters.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/FINAL-Annual-ExhGUIDELINES.pdf

Membership
By Carol Badenoch

It's time to renew your Guild membership for 2020-21.
...and good news -- it's never been easier! You can do it all electronically. You no longer need to use a stamp
and an envelope. Of course, you can if you prefer but our website now supports a fully automated renewal form.
Go to the website, and click on Membership. Fill out the form electronically, save it according to the
instructions provided, and send it to the email address provided. The guild now accepts e-transfers so you can
even pay on line!
Or,
Print the form, fill it out, write a cheque and mail it to the postal address given or bring it to the March or April
meeting.
The Early Bird date for $10 savings is April 1, 2020. Please note that in order to participate in the Spring
Festival, you must have renewed your membership.
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Classifieds
Loam is proud to be bringing two powerhouses of current Canadian ceramic practice to Ottawa to
present Master classes for your enjoyment and growth.

Web Presence for Artists with Carole Epp
May 21st, 2020 from 6pm - 9pm. Registration price $75. Early Bird registration
fee: $60 (Early Bird sale ends March 31st.)

$60.00
Creating and Maintaining a Relevant Web Presence for Artists
LOAM will have the pleasure to welcome Carole Epp to the studio for a Master Class like no other.
Want to effectively use the internet to drive your career in the arts? Then this workshop is for you! Carole will
teach you how to map out and establish an online presence that is both efficient and effective for creatives.
We’ll begin with the solid foundation of a portfolio based website that anyone can build and then expand to
include a number of social media sites and how to maintain and optimize them. This workshop covers content
development, context concerns and considerations, and how to focus your time and energy spent online. We'll
also spend some time introducing fun apps that make branding and content creation fun and engaging. Course is
open to artists with all levels of experiences.
Expect to come away with new insight into:







Branding, website development, and design.
Different social media platforms for creatives.
Effective and efficient approaches to content development.
How to set up a realistic plan for consistency.
Easy to use Apps to solidify your branding across web platforms.
Building your audience and community through active contribution.
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Participants are encouraged to submit their current website and social media links prior to the workshop in order
to receive specific feedback on their current practices. Existing website and social media links are however not
a requirement.
Carole Epp – Artist, Curator, Researcher, Writer, Community Builder, Activist
Epp is a Canadian ceramic artist educated at the University of Regina and at the Australian National University.
She is known for her two distinct bodies of work; one figurative based sculpture, alongside functional pottery.
Both bodies of work, through different means thematically and conceptually address contemporary politics,
craft production and its relationship to capitalist society. Known internationally through exhibitions of her work,
she has also contributed to the critical writing of craft through numerous publications. Respected as a curator
she has been involved with curating and organizing a number of ceramic and craft based exhibitions. She has
traveled extensively to give talks, teach workshops and to engage with communities of craft practice
internationally. In 2017 she received the Artist of the Year award from Ceramics Monthly in recognition of her
years of advocating for the ceramic community through such projects as Musing About Mud (established in
2007): an online curatorial project and community resource on ceramic arts internationally. She is also
recognized for her contributions to the promotion of Canadian Ceramics through co-founding the
organization Make and Do Ceramics (established 2015); a collective of artists working towards unifying and
amplifying the Canadian clay community to larger and diverse audiences internationally. Most notably Make
and Do has created an online directory with the intention of providing a platform for artists, curators, galleries,
collectors and educators to research contemporary Canadian ceramics. She is currently working on a publication
about ceramics with Uppercase Magazine as part of their Encyclopedia of Inspiration series.
https://loamclaystudio.ca/collections/master-classes/products/web-presence-for-artists-with-carol-epp-may-21st-2020from-6pm-9pm

Handbuilding and Surface Decoration with Mariko Paterson
August 29th & 30th, from 9:30am – 3:30pm

$325.00
In this two-day workshop Mariko Paterson, will introduce all to her weird and wonderful world of handbuilding and
surface decoration. Participants will delve into making platters alongside of her which we shall parlay into an exploration
of surface techniques including Mariko’s take on Mishima. Tips on underglazing will be shared and practiced on these
pieces as well as premade/bisqued pieces brought in by attendees. She’ll also open a Pandora Box of decals and whisper
sweet nothings on how to design, apply and arrange them with the panache that only the most fashionable potter could
ponder. China paints shall make an appearance too as they are a fantastic means of adding a little extra somethingsomething to that piece that needs a little tweaking. In addition to the “Let’s Get Physical” part of the show, the workshop
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will be complimented by presentations of Mariko’s worldwide adventures in Clayland and witty technique-specific
repartee.

Participants of the workshop will have the opportunity to design their very own custom decal. Mariko will fabricate them
at Forage Studios, her studio in Halifax and deliver them to participants at the workshop. Details will follow after
enrollment.
Mariko’s Bio
Mariko Paterson has been around the ceramic block. Born and raised in Vancouver, she skedaddled after a stint at Langara
College to pursue a degree at the Alberta College of Art in Calgary and then Kent State University in Ohio to complete
her MFA degree. While New York City, Michigan, Ohio and Manitoba have served as some points of professional
pursuits, Halifax, Nova Scotia now serves as the world ceramic headquarters of the small, but mighty Forage Studios.
Forage Studios presents a ceramic style not intended for the faint of heart. Historical interests mingle and meld with
handbuilding techniques when it comes to satisfying Mariko’s sculptural wants. Each piece is fired multiple times to build
up rich layers of glaze, china paints, decals and gold luster which make her a combination of both crazy and satisfied in
the end. Her dalliance with the pottery wheel has resulted in smaller functional forms that allow Mariko to her love of
creamy clay bodies, color galore and curious illustration.

Educational submissions
Submitted by Carol Holmes Kerr

How to Make a Floating Stick Hydrometer for the Cost of a Milkshake
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/daily/clay-tools/making-clay-tools/how-to-make-a-floating-stick-hydrometer-for-thecost-of-a-milkshake/

How to Siphon Terra Sigillata
https://ceramicartsnetwork.org/daily/ceramic-supplies/ceramic-raw-materials/how-to-siphon-terra-sigillata/
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Who is who in the Guild:
President: Amy Bell
Vice-President Natalie Gosselin
Treasurer: Vacant
Secretary: Suzanne Denny
Membership Secretary and Sales Registrar: Carol Badenoch
Standards and Education Chairs: Jocelyn Jenkins and Katrhin von Dehn
Exhibition Chair: Isobel Salole
Celebrating Clay (Monthly Exhibition) Contact: Elizabeth Davies
Communications Chair: Emily Dore
Workshops and Monthly Program: Natalie Gosselin
Sales Committee chair: Katrhin von Dehn
Past President: Barb Minish
Newsletter Editor: Sarah Hand
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