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President’s Message
We are coming to the end of our second month of the state of emergency
from Covid-19. I am finding that the ups and downs come and go, and
that time has a strangely elastic feeling these days. I have two teenagers
at home, one finished first year university and the other in grade 11, with
online assignments and class meetings online. The house is very quiet
sometimes, and then bursts into the regular noisiness of my family, guitar,
ukulele and piano, the CBC, and all the rest of it. I am lucky to have been
able to set up a mini studio at home, and I have some things ready for a
bisque firing, when I can get into Gladstone Clayworks to fire again.
You will see our facebook page, website and instagram pages are all
promoting the Guild more actively for the week leading up to Mother’s Day
this year. As we haven’t been able to have our usual Sale, it is one way to
remind folks that we are here, that our members make excellent work, and
that many members have work ready for purchase.
Part of my daily routine is to look online and read at least one article about
pottery and try not to spend too much time randomly scrolling through
Instagram or Facebook feeds. There are some excellent online resources,
and I imagine there are lots of favourites out there. I focus on some of the
people I have been lucky enough to take workshops with, particularly
Katrina Chaytor, Joan Bruneau, Sarah Pike, Sunshine Cobb.

Take care of each other. I am looking forward to seeing you all in person, when we are able to meet
again. In the meantime, our monthly meeting will take place over Zoom. See you there!
Guild Online
After having to cancel two major events, our 2020 Spring Festival and 2020 Great Bowls of Fire, the
executive got together and we are online. We had an excellent presentation by Wade Vienneau
about his time living in Mozambique, using Zoom. Wade did a great job, and it was great to have so
many members joining together to listen, see his slides and talk. Our May meeting will be online as
well.
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There are folks behind the scenes, working to improve our online presence. Many thanks to Dave,
our Webmaster! Kim put together an excellent social media campaign, complemented by Dave’s
updates to our website. Barb is generously facilitating our Zoom sessions, making things run
smoothly.
If you see something on our website that could be updated or improved, please share your ideas and
we can make it better. There will always be room for improvement, and it takes many eyes to keep a
website as extensive as ours updated.
Members’ Gallery. All members are able to have information posted about themselves and their
work on our Members Gallery section of the website.
The members’ gallery is a great place to share some information about you and your work. Any
interested member can add information, the Guild will share the information. To add your information,
go to: https://www.ottawaguildofpotters.ca/portfolio/. Send the information to Dave, our excellent
webmaster, and he will upload it.
Mugs! The May 11, 2020 program is about Mugs!
As a functional potter and one who loves utilitarian objects, I often circle back to the mug. Colette
Beardall posted a great photo of her mug/cup collection online recently and it gave me a nice lift, both
in looking at the objects and her challenge to name who made them. I imagine many of us have a
collection of friends in our cupboards, and we choose which cup to use with a bit of thought.
For collectors, NCECA is putting its mug event online for 2020. Their famous mug room raises
thousands of dollars for students every year at their conference. This year, it is going online, so we
can all see what is up for purchase and buy something if you are adding to your collection. They are
also taking donations still.

.
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Please note the Meeting co ordinates will be sent out via the Guild forum one hour before the
meeting.
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I suggested that people might like to share what they have been doing to keep sane this past month.

Maria Moldovan has just completed a video for the Ottawa School of Art . You can follow the link to
watch this process. Finishing a Ceramic Sculpture

Marie Hennessey has been spending time with her grandson.

Carol Badenoch made this lovely large bowl and has been keeping up with her walking.
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Marie-Pierre Drolet has been working on these
lovely Porcelain tiles for the Wakefield Anglican Church.

Sarah Hand has been working in her garden.

Page 6 of 6

What is Happening

Guild Newsletter

Newsletter News
This will be the last newsletter for the season. Next newsletter will be published in August 2020.

President: Amy Bell
Vice-President Natalie Gosselin
Treasurer: Vacant
Secretary: Suzanne Denny
Membership Secretary and Sales Registrar: Carol Badenoch
Standards and Education Chairs: Jocelyn Jenkins and Katrhin von Dehn
Exhibition Chair: Isobel Salole
Celebrating Clay (Monthly Exhibition) Contact: Elizabeth Davies
Communications Chair: Emily Dore
Workshops and Monthly Program: Natalie Gosselin
Sales Committee chair: Katrhin von Dehn
Past President: Barb Minish
Newsletter Editor: Sarah Hand

Who is who in the Guild:

