Fired Up!
Next meeting is March 8, 6:30 pm via Zoom
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - Natalie Gosselin
Hello, and Happy March to all of you! I am told it will be spring in a matter
of days, despite all the white stuff that is still on the ground.
The month of March holds the promise of spring and, starting today, a
loosening of some of the Covid-19 restrictions, so we can get back to some
degree of normalcy. We are now almost exactly two years from the day
everything was shut down, and dare I say, I feel that though it won't be the
same as before, there is a light at the end of the tunnel.
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Later this month, we are hosting our annual Great Bowls of Fire event somewhat modified from past years, but sure to be a great success. Please
contact Barb Minish if you would like to volunteer.
Spring also brings with it the start of sales, exhibitions and other events for
which you will no doubt have to take photographs of your work. Most of us
find it difficult to take pictures of ceramics because of the shininess of the
glaze. I was asked to take a picture of myself with one of my bowls the other day for an event I am participating in. I hate taking pictures of myself, but
also find it very hard to take pictures of my work in a way that allows the
viewer to see what I see.
Please join us after the general meeting March 8th to listen to Emily Lim
will teach us how to start taking better pictures.

Natalie

Exhibition Report - by Elizabeth Davies
The Annual Exhibition will be here soon! What will you be submitting?
Got details, go to: https://www.ottawaguildofpotters.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Annual-Juried-Exhibition-Guidelines.pdf
Elizabeth, for the Exhibitions Committee
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Upcoming Member’s Exhibitions:
Rowena Luk – LOAM Clay Studio – March 2022
131 Loretta Avenue North
Ottawa, ON K1Y 2J7
613-722-2529
https://loamclaystudio.ca/pages/featured-artist-rowena-luk
André Breau - Solo Exhibition, “A Perspective in Ceramic Art" 2022: March
3 to 27
Arbor Gallery Cultural Centre / Centre culturel galerie arbor
36 Home Avenue, Box 869
Vankleek Hill, ON K0B 1R0
(613) 518-2787
Lise Goulet – "Great Big Blues" 2022: April 1 - May 1
Timmins Museum : National Exhibition Center
325 Second Avenue,
Timmins, ON, Canada P4N 0B3
705-360-2617
http://www.timminsmuseum.ca
Ada Brzeski – Madawaska Valley Studio Tour – July 2022
https://www.facebook.com/madawaskastudiotour

4

Sale Committee Report - Liz Fournier
Let me introduce myself. I’m Liz Fournier and I will be taking over as
Chair of the Sales Committee from Sue-ann Blakely. We thank her for
the excellent job she and the Sales Committee of Erin Morgan, Ileana
Tierney, Suzanne Denny and myself have done in producing top notch
shows.
Our Spring Sale will again be held at the beautiful Horticultural Building
at Lansdowne Park on the Mother’s Day weekend. Friday May 6th to
Sunday May 8th. The on-line application will be available on the OGP
website in early April, right after your 2022-23 Membership applications are completed.
I encourage you to get your applications in quickly. Those of you who
participated in the Holiday Sale can attest, that it was a wonderful Sale,
not just because of the beautiful work for sale, but the ‘electricity’ inside
the Horticultural Building was amazing. Our customers were so happy to
be back at an in-person sale. Their appreciation showed with the largest
sale revenue to date.
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The Annual Exhibition will also be held at the Spring Sale. Elizabeth
Davies and her committee will have information about the upcoming application.
If you have any questions, comments or suggestions, please feel free to
contact me.
Enthusiastically,
Liz Fournier
lizfournier@rogers.com

March Program - Amy Bell
The March meeting program is a focus on taking good photos of
pottery. Emily Lim, a photographer and potter, will be presenting at
our meeting on March 8, 2022. Please join us!
Emily will talk about photography principles such as depth of field, how
light works, and cheap to expensive photography options for photographing ceramics. She will also talk about how to edit the photos in Photopea
(free online software). Please have any photos of your work where
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you're experiencing difficulties or photos of your lighting setup ready to
share during the Q&A.
____________________
Have an idea for a talk at a meeting or a workshop you'd like to recommend for our Guild? Please reach out to Amy Bell at
amybellpots@gmail.com. She is also looking for a member or two to help
organize our events.
____________________
The Fusion Annual Conference is coming up, in person!
FUSION Conference 2022, Cross-Cultural Reflections, will
be held May 28-29, 2022. Papermill Theatre at Todmorden
Mills, 67 Pottery Road, in the Don Valley, Toronto. Please
check out: https://www.clayandglass.on.ca/2022-AnnualConference
Also, FUSION's Awards program is back, bigger than ever. The deadline for submissions is April 30, 2022 at 5 p.m. See https://
www.clayandglass.on.ca/Awards-and-Scholarships-2022
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Great Bowls of Fire - Barb Minish - Co-ordinator

Great Bowls of Fire 2022 - Volunteers needed!
Come out and help support your community! Great Bowls of Fire is our
annual (well not quite annual since COVID) fundraising event for the Ottawa Food Bank. As we all know, the need for food banks has increased
dramatically over the course of the pandemic. Through this event, our
Guild has raised in excess of $15,000 annually to support the Ottawa
Food Bank. Although this year’s event on March 26th will be somewhat
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scaled back with a “take-out” format, we still need volunteers to make
the event a success.
Please contact me if you have any questions or to let me know how/
when you are able to help.
Barbara Minish - GBOF Co-ordinator

Communication Committee Report - Nancy Riggs
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Presenting an opportunity to promote your work… it’s simple!
Send pics of your work to the Communications Committee’s Inaugural

Bookmark & Gift Card Campaign
Submission deadline: Midnight of March 20, 2022
Submit your 3 best shots now! An amazing opportunity is open exclusively to
members of the Ottawa Guild of Potters.
You could have your photo chosen to appear on the
Ottawa Guild of Potters’ Bookmarks and Gift Cards!
Welcome to our pilot advertising and fund-raising program, led by the Communications
Committee of the Ottawa Guild of Potters. We are looking for high-quality photos of your
work. This is a juried process and is an amazing opportunity to promote your work.

Bookmark competition: We will use two images per bookmark, representing two Guild
members per bookmark style. We are still determining how many bookmarks we will be creating and printing. These bookmarks will include your name along with your photo of your
piece. The bookmarks will have a QR code to link customers to our OGP website. We intend that these bookmarks will be distributed at our sales and events and widely throughout
Ottawa– places such as libraries and other locations friendly to the arts. There will also be
some conversation around the supply and demand of members to be able to have bookmarks to distribute at their individual sales and shows to help promote the Guild.

Gift Card competition: We will also pilot a gift card campaign that will feature images of
the Ottawa Guild of Potters' works. These gift cards will be sold at our sales and potentially
at other events that we run. Like the bookmark promotion, your name will appear on the gift
cards along with your photo and a QR code linking to our OGP website.

The Process: Your photos will be juried by consensus by the Communications Committee
- Kim Lulashnyk, Rowena Luk, Nancy Riggs. The selected participants will be notified and
will be announced on our Forum, in the Newsletter, and on our social media sites. *If any
member of the Communications Committee wishes to submit their work, there will be a second view from another group of individuals not involved in the selection process.

Photo requirements– IMPORTANT, please read carefully!
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● high-resolution photo at 300 dpi
● scalable to fit various formats; either horizontal or vertical photos
● any style or form of pottery; the main criteria is the quality of the photo
● preferably on a white background; use great lighting! Use your iPhone or other handheld device set on the highest resolution.
● Email photos "actual size"
● Email up to three photos to ogp.info@ottawaguildofpotters.ca
● Photo file name format (max 3):
yourname_title of your work_bookmark.jpeg (or PNG)
ie: "JulieSmith_TallBlueVase_bookmark.jpeg ”
● Deadline for submission: March 20, 2022
● Does not need to be new work. You can use photos from previously sold pieces, for
example. As long as you are a member of the Ottawa Guild of Potters in good standing and have made the piece, it is acceptable.
● In your email, please include answers to the following questions:
○ Your full name (and studio name if applicable)
○ Name of the work you are submitting
○ Finish this sentence: I am inspired by . . .
○ Finish this sentence: I make ceramics because . . .
○ Please say one sentence about the piece(s) that you are submitting.
For example: “This bowl was glazed with the soft colours that remind me of
my grandmother’s early pottery and of the love she shared.”

*Special Note: All submissions, regardless of whether your images appear on the
Guild's 2022 bookmarks, will be used in social media to promote the OGP, your
work and your studio practice. We have thousands of views a year to our Facebook,
Instagram, and OGP website, and this is a great opportunity to connect yourself with
the Ottawa Guild of Potters to drive more business to your own site, or to have individuals seek you out at our sales.
Make sure you follow our Ottawa Guild of Potters’ social media accounts!
Facebook: @ottawaguildofpotters
Instagram: @ottawapotters
Twitter:
@ottguildpotte
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We can’t wait to see your photos!Your Communications Committee, Kim, Rowena & Nancy

Your Executive - 2021-2022
President - Natalie Gosselin
Vice President - Vacant

Past President - Amy Bell

Treasurer - Michele Macdonald
Secretary - Vacant

Sales Chair - Liz Fournier

Programming Chair - Amy Bell

Standards and Education - Jocelyn Jenkins
Membership Chair - Carol Badenoch
Exhibition Chair - Elizabeth Davies

Communications Chair - Kim Lulashnyk

Great Bowls of Fire coordinator -Barbara Minish
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